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REPORT  .'ROM  CHIEF  CF  STAFF,  KOREAN  ARMY,  1942 


Strictly  Confidential 

Riku-a-liitsu  ju  (Amy-Asia  Confidential,  received)  No.  10133 • 
Received:  Army  Secretariat,  r. . r.i .  ,  18  August  1942. 

Received:  Army  Service  Section,  ’7ar  Ministry,  20  August 
1942,  Receict  No-  629. 

Received:  Military  Affairs  Section,  ,-ar  Ministry,  19  aug¬ 
ust  1942,  Receipt  No,  1042. 

Received:  Inf ornr.ti on  Department ,  ,far  Ministry,  22  August 
1942,  Receipt  o.  454, 

Received:  "far  Prisoners  Supervision  Department,  27  august  1942. 

Cho-san-Mtsu  (ICore  n  Arry  Operations  Department)  No.  2029 

Subject:  Reactions  Among  the  general  public  following 
internment  of  British  prisoners  of  *?ar . 

From:  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Korean  Army,  IB  AHA,  Junjiro  - 

13  “U"ust  1942. 

To:  Vice-Minister  of  'rar,  KIITJRA,  Kyotr.ro, 

Subject  nattor  submitted  as  per  separate  sheets. 

Submitted  to:  Army  General  Staff  Headquarters  and  the  War 

Ministry  (Two  copies  respectively) 

Reactions  Among  the  General  Dutlic  Following  Intern- 
nont  of  British  Prisoner.?  of  "Aar _ _ 


1.  The  General  tfiew 

The  arrival  of  998  prisoners  captured  in  Malaya  had  so 
great  on  effect  upon  the  people  in  general,  especially  upon 
the  Koreans,  that  about  120,000  Koreans  and  57,000  Japanese 
by-standers  lined  the  roads  of  Fuser.,  Seoul  ana  Jinsen  to 
see  otr  prisoners  of  war  being  transported, 

Many  of  then  sneered  at  the  disgraceful  behavior  and 
utter  indifference  of  the  British  displayed  before  their 
very  eyes  by  the  prisoners  and  thought  it  quite  natural 
that  an  army  so  lacking  in  patriotism  should  bo  defeated  by 
the  Imperial  Army,  and  realized  afresh  the  victory  gained 
by  the  Imperial  Army.  They  also  oxprtv.-.cd  their  feeling 
that  ^ny  ideas  of  admiration  for  the  British  and  Americans 
must  be  thoroughl’*  swept  away.  Wary  of  then  confessed  their 
happiness  of  being  subjects  of  the  Empire  and  e-ressed  their 
resolve  to  carry  through  the  Greater  .L,ast  :iS  ia  War. 
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Worthy  of  special  mention  is  the  factfth&t  tho  Koreans 
clearly  recognised  trie  fact  that  they  are  directly  partici¬ 
pating  in  tho  Greater  East  Asia  "'ar  when  they  saw  the  Korean* 
guards.  As  a  whole,  it  so 'ns  that  the  idea  was  very  success¬ 
ful  in  driving  all. .adai ration  for  the  uritish  and  Americans 
out  of  their  ninds  and  in  driving  into  then  an  understanding 
of  the  situation. 

The  most  conspicuous  part  of  their  speech  and  actions 
were  as  follows,  and,  as  the  of 'ect  of  propaganda  gradually 
tells  upon  then  when  the  prisoners  are  put  to  labor,  we 
may  expect  much  greater  results  which  will  contribute  greatly 
toward  ruling  Korea. 

NOTE:  For  the  time  being  reports,  etc,  concerning  the 

prisoners  of  war  win  not  to  permitted  for  publica¬ 
tion  in  newspapers  in  accordance  with  the  policies 
of  the  central  authorities. 

2.  Speech  and  Actions  of  thj  Ey-standers  which  were  most 

conspicuous : 

(1)  ihc  Koreans : 

a.  '"'hen  1  saw  young  Korean  soldiers,  members  of 
the  Imperial  Army,  guarding  the  prisoners,  I 
shed  tears  of  joy.  -I  was  so  moved  by  the  sight 
that  I  almost  felt  like  shouting  to  those  who 
were  not  aware  of  the  Pact:  ‘Look!  Peninsula 
Youths  are  guarding  the  British  risonersl  *  " 

b.  "Although  those  who  are  concerned  r'ith  Christ¬ 
ianity  have  not  been  able  to  drive  out  completely 
their  admiration  for  foreign  ideas  due  to  the 
fact  that  their  loaders  have  been  British  or 
Americans,  yet  whon  they;,'  saw  the  prisoners 

they  felt  pride  in  being  Japanese  and  were 
strongly  moved  by  the  idea  that  they  must 
establish  a  Japanese  Christianity" 

c.  ,r’!e  must  not  be  defeated', •  oven  if  we  have  to 
livo  on  water.  'Then  i  saw  tho  prisoners,  I 
felt  happiness  and  pride  in  being  a  Japanese" 

d.  "It  seems  like  a  dream  to  see  tho  British  and 
Americans,  who  used  ho  n  ke  light  of  us  and 
thought  us  an  inferior'  people,  as  prisoners. 
Koreans,  toe,  have  felt  pride  in  being  Japanese. 
’Their  feelings  have  completely  changed." 
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e.  "It  is  easy  to  see  that  they  lack  patriotism 
just  by  watching  then  whistling  so  indifferently* 

They  are  absolutely  slovenly." 

f.  "’Viion  we  look  at  their  frail  and  unsteady  app¬ 
earance,  it  is  no  wonder  that  they  lost  to  the 
Japanese  forces," 

go  ""'hen  I  saw  tho  prisoners  right  in  front  of  ny 
eyes  I  felt  that  wo  nus:  win  th  war.  Instead 
of  sneering  at  then,  wo  should  bo  making  more 
of fore  ourselves." 

h.  "I  used  hoar  r bout  and  soo  tho  victories  gdinod 
by  tne  Imperial  I’trccs  through  tho  nowsp-ucors 
and  newsreels ,  but  with  so no  feeling  of  doubt. 

"Tien  I  saw  tho  nr is oners  I  realized  that  the 
reports  were  not  false." 

i.  "I  wish  every  Korean  were  gi-en  the  opportunity 
to  see  the  prisoner’s  so  thau  can  really  feci 
the  happiness  of  b  .ing  a  Japanese" 

j.  "The  war  is  being  prolonged  on  their  account. 

They;  should  be  worked  zc  death." 

k.  "Thanks  to  our  soldiers  v/e  are  able  to  lead  life 
so  leisurely  compared  to  the  wretched  state  of 
the  prisonerr," 

(2)  The  Japanese: 

a.  "Their  spiritual  state  is  pitiful*  They  feel 
no  shame  in  King  ounosed  to  public  show. 

Nothing  is  more  pitiful  to  see  than  a  people 
with  no  sense  of  shame" 

bt  "When  wo  observe  the  disgraceful  behavior  of  the 
prisoners  we  feel  k  enly  tba  happiness  fo  being  a 
Japanese  and  also  that  wo  must  win  the  war.  We 
should  not  complain  of  such  trifles  as  shortage 
of  goods." 

c.  '"fo  can  still  find  something  arrogant  in  their 
attitude.  ,,fe  must  treat  then  with  the  firmness  of 
a  victorious  nation.." 

d.  "Some  of  tho  Koreans  entertained  misgivings  re¬ 
garding  tho  true  night  us  wol].  as  the  victories 

of  our  Empire,  but  they  can  have  no  such  ddubts 
now  after  they  have  s.-een  the  defeated  prisoners." 
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c.  "We  con  nev  r  afford  to  bo  defeated.  v'e  oust 
fight  tc  victory.  no>.  shall  fight  to  the  last" 

(3)  The  Chinese: 

a,  "’/hen  I  actually  saw  the  true  night  of  Japan, 
ny  ccnfidorce  in  her  became  greater.  Thanks  to 
Japan  <7 a  are  able  t.o  got:  o'lor.j  comfortably  and 
engage  in  cur  business  peacefully." 

b.  "The  miserable  figures  of  th~  prisoners  then- 
selves  symbolize  the  fall  o;  Britain,  ’';e 
Chinese  should  p?cco  further  confidence  in 
Japan  and  work  harder  to  set  uo  a  new  East  Asia." 

(4)  The  French: 

a.  "It  makes  us  feel  ashamed  to  see  the  nrisoners 
being  sent  to  Korea,  lor  they  ore  westerners, 

the  sane  as  us.  Japan’s  night  is  truly  astonishing;" 

b.  "If  thero  are  any  among  f’crn  from  the  British 
Isles,  I  believe  they  must  bo  ashamed  of  then- 
selves.  I  feel  sor  y  for  then." 

(5)  The  Germans: 

a.  "”re  have  been  returning  inhumanity  for  British 
and  American  inhumanity  thus  far*.  ,fo  hope  you 
will  bo  cruel  to  then." 

(6)  The  White  Russians: 

a*.  "They  whistle  and  don*t  soon  to  care  a  bit.  It 
seems  that  being  a  prisoner  of  v;ar  is  ro  disgrace 
to  then.  The  slothes  that  they  wear  are  ragged 
and  not  uniform  and  choir  ’physique  is  poor. 

That  is  why  the,r  ore  losing  the  v/ar." 

3.  Tho  Speech  and  Actions  of  the  Prisoners. 

It  looks  as  though  they  have  all  resigned  themselves 
to  fate.  They  are  as  a  whole  submissive.  They  observe  the 
rules  and  regul.  tions  well  and  are  grateful  for  the  fair 
treatment  thev  are  receiving  in  the  hfr.ds  of  the  Japanese 
Army,  "'one  of  then  are  astonished  at  the  superiority  of 
the  Japanese  forces. 
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Immediately  after  arrival,  wo  succeddcd  in  making 
then  all  take  oath.  But  for  all  that,  wo  can  still  see 
arrogance  in  their  attitude  and  seme  of  then  openly  say 
that  final  victory  remains  with  'ritain.  Some  of  then 
make  a  show  of  themselves  by  claiming  that  being  a  prison¬ 
er  is  an  honor  which  a  subject  can  do  to  his  fatherland. 

All  of  them  beleiv?  that  the  United  States  will  help  then 
gain  final  victory.  Unaware  of  the  great  victories  of  the 
Imperial  Forces,  they  blindly  believe  in  the  material  oower 
of  the  United  States  and  from  the  bottom  of  their  hearts 
they  ore  waiting  for  the  victory  of  their  fatherland. 
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Statement  of  Source  e-Pd  Authenticity 

I i  Kanes  iBhibashl,  hereby  certify  that  I  am  officially 
connected  v»lth  the  Japanese  Government  in  the  following  car>ecityi 
Corresponding  Secretary  let  Eemobilization  Bureau,  and  that  ae 
euch  official  I  have  custody  cf  the  document  hereto  attached  con¬ 
sisting  t  f  8  pages,  dated  13  October,  1942,  and  described  as 
follows:  Report  from  Chief  cf  Staff  of  the  Korean  Army  -  1942. 

»I  further  certify  that  the  attached  record  and  document  is  an 
official  dooum.ent  of  the  Japanese  Government,  and  that  it  is  part 
of  the  official  archives  and  files  of  the  following  named  ministry 
or  ('epartnent  (specifying  also  the  file  number  or  citation,  if  any, 
or  e.i^  other  official  designation  of  che  regular  locution  of  the 
document  in  the  archives  or  files):  War  Ministry. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this  /s /  Kaneo  Ishibashi _ 

Signature  of  Official 

3rd  day  of  October,  1946.  SEAL 

Witness:  /a/  T^rakichl  Nakamura  _ Corresponding  Secretary 

Official  Capacity 


Statement  of  Official  Procurement 

I,  2nd  Lt.  Eric  W.  Fleisher,  0-935000,  hereby  certifv  that 
I  am  associated  with  the  General  Headquarters  of  the  Supreme  Com¬ 
mander  for  the  Allied  Powers,  and  that  the  above  described  document 
was  obtained,  by  me  from  the  above  signed  official  of  the  Japanese 
Government  in  the  conduct  of  my  official  business. 

hi  Eric  ■•■>  Fleisher.  2nd  Lt.  AUS 

NAME 

Investigation  division  IPS _ 

Official  Capacity 


t 

* 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
3rd  day  of  October,  1946. 
Witness:  / s/  Kerry  Shiroa.ilmt; 
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